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Grizzly Flats Community Services District 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board 

November 14, 2014 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Grizzly Flats CSD Board of Directors was called to order at 9:01 AM by Director Ball. 
 
ROLL CALL OF THE BOARD  
Present:  Directors Ball, Sullivan and Updike 
Absent:  Director Legrand 
Others:  Kim Gustafson, Mel Kelley, Jodi Lauther, Doug MacDonald and Leo Rainwater 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG was led by Director Ball.   
 

B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA- Director Updike made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Director 
Sullivan 2nd the motion.  There was no further discussion. Director Ball called for a vote.  The motion passed with 
all Directors present voting aye. 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT – There was no public comment. 
 
D. CONSENT CALENDAR- These items are expected to be routine business not normally requiring discussion.  Action by 

the Board was taken at one time with one motion. 
1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting on October 17, 2014.  
2. Approval of the minutes of the special meeting on November 10, 2014 
3. Receive and file the Quarterly Interest Report from the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF). 

 

Director Updike made a motion to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  Director Sullivan 2nd the 
motion.  There was no further discussion.  Director Ball called for a vote.  The motion passed with all directors 
present voting aye. 

   
E. OATH OF OFFICE – Kim Gustafson administered the Oath of Office and swore in the District’s newly elected Board 

member Doug MacDonald.  
 

F. OFFICE & FINANCE / Jodi Lauther, General Manager 
Monthly review of Office Operations 

1. Update from the Consolidated General Election held on November 4, 2014 – Jodi Lauther said that the El 
Dorado County Elections Department will no longer be using the District’s facility as a polling locale, and that 
they will be returning to use the Grizzly Flats Community Church’s facility instead.  She then thanked 
Directors Ball, Sullivan, and Updike for their assistance with regards to covering the office on Election Day. 

2. Review policy revisions for Ordinance 88-1, section “3-19.  Returned Check Charges” – Kim Gustafson referenced 
page 9 of the packet where some revisions were listed for Ordinance 88-1, section “3-19. Returned Check 
Charges”.  She said that these revisions were made following a recent issue with a customer check which was 
issued to avoid service interruption, but was returned due to insufficient funds. 
 

Director Updike made a motion to approve the policy revisions for Ordinance 88-1, section “3-19. Returned Check 
Charges” as presented.  Director Sullivan 2nd the motion.  There was no further discussion.  Director Ball called for a 
vote.  The motion passed with all directors present voting aye. 
 

Monthly review of Financial Operations 
3. Present the financial reports, spending and purchase orders issued for October 2014 – Jodi Lauther said that 

the Profit & Loss sheet for the District’s Operations and Maintenance (O&M) account shows a net income of 
$8,601.76, which includes interest received from the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) account and the 
fee from the County for using our office as a polling place.  She then stated that the interest fees are received 
quarterly from the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) as shown on page 8 of the packet.  The Capital 
Improvement Plan is listed on page 12 of the packet, wherein it lists the standby charges and penalties 
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received in October, 2014.  On October 1, 2014, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) loan 
payment was made in the amount of $27,912.50, $14,000 of which was to cover the loan’s principle, and 
$13,912.50 of which was dedicated to the loan’s interest.  The Board requested that staff attempt to obtain a 
breakdown of the stand-by charges received from the County.  Jodi then went on to say that the USDA loan 
balance is listed on page 17 under item #20200 as $913,500.  On page 18, the Profit and Loss, Budget vs. 
Actuals for the District’s Operations & Maintenance (O&M) account reflect that we are 33% through the fiscal 
year. 

 

Director Sullivan made a motion to approve the financial reports, spending and purchase orders issued for 
October 2014 as presented.  Director MacDonald 2nd the motion.  There was no further discussion.  Director 
Ball called for a vote.  The motion passed with all directors present voting aye. 
 

G. OPERATIONS / Leo Rainwater, Water System Manager 
 Monthly review of plant and field operations 

1. Present the GFCSD System Report for October 2014 - Leo Rainwater said that 69.42 gallons of 11.65% 
average concentration Sodium Hypochlorite and approximately 4 gallons of 8809 were used last month.  
Additionally, he said that North Canyon diversion rebounded from 7” to 9” going into the pipe, and that Big 
Canyon was up from 1” to 2” now going into the pipe.  He informed the Board of the fact that the reservoir 
remains open to three notches, and continues to spill.  Leo stated that both Treatment Plants ran well last 
month, and that backwash remained at 50 hours.   There were nine leaks in the distribution system last 
month.  Eight of the leaks were located on the customers’ side of the meter.  One of the leaks was located 
within a brass fitting just before the meter at a residence on Squirrel Hill Drive, which was repaired quickly 
and only interrupted one customer’s service for 20 minutes.  He then said that the Operations staff has been 
busy exercising valves throughout the system.  Leo went on to say that the California Conservation Corps had 
been doing work for the Grizzly Flats Fire Safe Council, and that they delivered between four and six loads of 
wood chips to the Grizzly Pond site.  He said that staff continues to check the Grizzly Pond site two to three 
times a week, and noticed that there was very little trash around the property last month.  A total of .91” of 
rain was received in October, bringing our fiscal year total of 2.24”.  The daily production average for October 
was 93,658 gallons.  Leo then said that the diversion data had not yet been received for October, and thus 
would be reported to the Board at the next regular meeting scheduled to take place on December 12, 2014. 
Kim Gustafson then presented the administration report to the Board.  She mentioned that one lien was 
released, that there were a total of 94 penalties assessed in October, and that the Operations staff had been 
busy and had completed a total of 62 work orders last month.  She wrapped up by saying that there were a 
total of 42 payments made through the Official Payments Corporation during the month of October.  

2. Present the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Division of Drinking Water’s Inspection Report 
and Findings – Leo Rainwater presented the Inspection Report recently received from the State Water 
Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (“Division”) beginning on page 27 of the packet.  This 
report was based on Bruce Berger’s inspection of the District which took place in February 2014.  Leo said 
that the data that is presented in the report doesn’t reflect the time Bruce spent here at the District, and that 
the report doesn’t take into account most of the information submitted into the State after the last 
inspection.  He believes this is due to the turnover within their department, and suspects that a lot of the 
information for our District was lost in the transition between Engineers (from Maria Pang to Bruce Berger.)  
Leo then went on say that there were numerous errors contained within the report, and so he decided to 
cover each of the items listed under the “Compliance Inspection Findings” listed on page 48 of the packet 
separately.  Item 1 “Cross-connection Program” – this program has been implemented and Leo sent the State 
a revised copy of the District’s Ordinance 88-2 “Cross-Connection Control Program” in 2013.  Item 2 “Cross-
connection Survey” – surveys were completed and the data was submitted to the State confirming that we 
haven’t had any required backflow preventers. Item 3 “Capital Improvement Plan” – this plan was 
resubmitted.  Item 4 “Emergency Response Plan/Emergency Notification Plan” – this item is updated and 
submitted every year.  Item 5 “Permit is not up-to-date” – this item has been on the inspection report every 
year, but cannot be completed until they request information to update the permit for our District.  Item 6 
“Water System Operations and Maintenance Plan” – this document is in the process of being prepared and 
Leo hopes to bring it to the Board for review at the December 12, 2014 meeting.  Item 7 “Tank Overflows” – 
this item is in our five year plan, and the plan was submitted to them prior to this report’s publication.  Item 8 
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“Distribution System Storage Tank Maintenance” – inspections were completed on January 24, 2013, and the 
findings were submitted to the State.  Item 9 “Tank roof vent and access hatch photographs” – District staff 
took photos of the vents and submitted them, and the ladders were installed on the tanks in 2013.  Item 10 
“Winding Way BPS and PT” – the leak was repaired in 2013, and was not leaking when Bruce did his 
inspection.  Mel Kelley recommended that the Board review the “Overall System Appraisal” listed on page 47, 
as he feels that our unreliable source capacity it is the most important thing for the Board to understand.  
Director Ball asked what the District was planning to do about the report errors.  Jodi Lauther said that staff is 
preparing a response to the “Division” based on their findings, to provide them with updates and document 
that we have completed and submitted items which were not accurately reflected within the report.  Director 
Ball requested that we revisit this topic at the next regular Board meeting scheduled for December 12, 2014.  
The Board requested that we copy the District’s legal counsel when we submit our updates for the report 
into the “Division”. 

3. Update on quotes for design services for Cathodic Protection Systems for Winding Way, Forest View and 
the Clearwell tanks – Leo Rainwater reported that another vendor came up to perform an inspection for 
cathodic protection, and that he hopes to receive their quote prior to the next meeting. 

4. Review and approve quote from Rescue Engineers for Plant I filter media replacement – Leo Rainwater said 
that this item was included in the budget, and that the price hasn’t changed since it was approved.  To save 
money on shipping, staff plans to pick up the media themselves before the first of the year.  If all goes 
according to plan, this project should be wrapped-up by February 1, 2015. 

 

Director Updike made a motion to approve the quote and purchase order for Plant 1 filter media replacement 
from Rescue Engineers as presented.  Director Sullivan 2nd the motion.  There was no further discussion.  
Director Ball called for a vote.  The motion passed with all directors present voting aye. 

 

 
*Break from 10:40 AM to 10:49 AM* 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

H. WATER SUPPLY, DROUGHT AND CONSERVATION   
1. Discuss condition of the District’s water supply, water demand, drought conditions and related 

communications – Jodi Lauther referred the Board to page 54 of the packet to see the water use 
comparison.  In October, customer usage was down 12% over last year.  The combined average conservation 
from July to October totaled 19%.  Jodi then referenced a letter from the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) on page 55, wherein they discuss temporarily lifting curtailments for upcoming storm events.  
Curtailment lifting notifications will be made via e-mail. 

2. Update on the grant application through Department of Water Resources (DWR) – Jodi Lauther said that the 
District has officially been granted funding from the Department of Water Resources (DWR) in the amount of 
$492,051.  This opportunity is 97% grant with a 3% match from our District, which can include in-kind labor.  
Director Sullivan asked if the Nevada Irrigation District gets a portion of our grant funding for administration 
costs.  Jodi said that she wasn’t sure, but would look into the matter.  She also said that contractor awards 
need to be completed by April 2015. 

3. Update on developing a long term Water Plan for the District including investigating additional sources of 
water - Leo Rainwater said that there was nothing new to report on this item.  

4. Present Sacramento Bee article entitled “Californians can save a lot of water by retrofitting wasteful older 
homes” dated October 16, 2014 - Director Ball presented the Sacramento Bee article to the Board.  He said that 
that retrofitting wasteful older homes is a good grant opportunity for the District.  Jodi Lauther let the Board 
know that part of the grant funding received from the Department of Water Resources (DWR) will be allocated 
towards a countywide Water Conservation program.  Director Sullivan recommended that staff publish a 
newsletter identifying the recommended model appliances and fixtures for optimal water conservation. 

5. Update on Grant Project List – Jodi Lauther referred the Board to page 58 of the packet, where she had 
prepared a list of projects that are ready for funding opportunities.  Leo Rainwater said that he will contact 
Bruce Berger to verify whether or not drains are still needed on the District’s tanks.  Director Ball recommended 
that the District add a camera to monitor and protect the reservoir from tampering.   
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I. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1. Alternative Energy Committee / (Ball/Updike/Rainwater) 

a. Update on the Department of Water Resources 2014 Water-Energy Grant Program – Director Ball said 
that the Alternative Energy Committee met to discuss the Water-Energy grant opportunity from the 
Department of Water Resources.  He contacted a grant writer named Janet Cohen, who said that this 
grant wouldn’t apply to our District due to our geographic community, and the fact that we do not qualify 
as a disadvantaged community (DAC) for this grant due to the Department of Water Resources 
recalculation of the DAC formula.  The water savings portion of this grant is primarily targeting irrigation 
and agricultural water users.  Leo Rainwater provided an update relative to the energy savings portion of 
the grant.   The committee thought that a small hydro project may qualify for grant funding, but the 
company staff requested to investigate the matter informed Leo of the fact that such a project is not 
feasible for our District.  

b. Update on the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation’s WaterSMART: Water and 
Energy Efficiency Grant – Director Ball said that the District had tried to apply for grant funding through a 
WaterSMART grant previously, but was unsuccessful in receiving funding.  Submissions for this federal 
grant are due by January 14, 2014, and applicants must be willing to match funds for this opportunity.  It 
was decided that the Alternative Energy Committee would hold a special meeting at the District office 
starting at 9:00 AM on Monday, November 17, 2014 to identify projects for this grant opportunity, and 
discuss the possibility of hiring a grant writer. 

c. Discuss the possibility of hiring a grant writer – Director Ball contacted the El Dorado County Water 
Agency to see if they had any recommendations for a grant writer, and was referred to Janet Cohen who 
had worked with the District on the recent Department of Water Resources grant which was funded.  He 
will contact Janet to find out if she would be available to help the District with grant opportunities, and 
will confirm whether or not she will require payment if grant projects she works on are not funded. 
 

2. Mountain Counties Water Resources Association  
a. Update from the “IRWM Stakeholders Capacity-Building Workshop” event which took place at El 

Dorado Irrigation District at 2890 Mosquito Road in Placerville on Thursday, November 6, 2014 – Jodi 
Lauther said that she went to the El Dorado Irrigation District to participate in a broadcast of this meeting.  
She said that the Mountain Counties Water Resources Association (MCWRA) is pushing the Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) to get information about Integrated Regional Water Management Plan’s 
(IRWMP’s).  There was also discussion about varying calculations for disadvantaged communities, and she 
said that a lot of outreach was being made to tribal communities. 

b. 2015 MCWRA Board of Directors Call for Additional Nominations – Jodi Lauther said that the Mountain 
Counties Water Resources Association is looking for nominations to fill the three seats on their Board 
which are currently held by Bill George, Delbert Rotelli, and Art Toy, as they are set to expire soon.  One 
additional seat will be available as well, due to the fact that Don Stump was not re-elected to the Board of 
the Calaveras County Water District. 

 
J. EL DORADO COUNTY WATER AGENCY (EDCWA) 

1. Discuss the regular meeting of the El Dorado County Water Agency held on November 12, 2014 – Jodi 
Lauther said that the El Dorado Water and Power Authority meeting was held first, wherein they discussed 
the 40,000 acre-foot water rights which they are attempting to procure, and the fact that the Board of 
Supervisors wants to back away from funding their portion of the project.  When the El Dorado County 
Water Agency meeting finally did start, most of the meeting was held in closed session.  Their General 
Manager Dave Eggerton announced his resignation, as his last day will be November 30, 2014.  Tracy Eden-
Bishop has been appointed as acting General Manager until a permanent replacement can be identified.  
During the discussion about our District’s Water Management Plan, they recommended that we obtain a 
second reservoir to cover any deficiencies in the event that we obtain maximum build-out. 
 

K. ANNOUNCEMENTS / DIRECTORS COMMENTS – Director Ball said that he will be out of town from November 18, 
2014 through December 11, 2014.  Director Updike recommended that we get ready to submit grant opportunities 
under Proposition 1, now that it has been passed. 
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*Lunch from 12:00 PM to 12:45 PM* 
 

L. CLOSED SESSION – The Board entered into closed session at 12:49 PM to discuss: 
Personnel Session as allowed by the Brown Act, Section 54957.  The Board will review the performance evaluation of 
the following position: Maintenance Technician.  

 
M. REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION- The Board returned to open session at 1:12 PM.  Director Ball reported the 

following:   There was nothing to report. 
 

N. ADJORNMENT- Director Updike made a motion to adjourn. Director MacDonald 2nd the motion. Director Ball 
called for a vote.  The motion passed with all directors present voting aye.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:13 
PM.  The next regular meeting will be at 9:00 am on Friday, December 12, 2014 at The Grizzly Flats CSD office.  

 

Minutes submitted by: ________________________ 
           Kim Gustafson, Board Secretary 

Approved by: ________________________ 
              GFCSD Board Chair 

                                           Date:                                       __________________________ 


