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The mission of the Grizzly Flats Community Services District is to maintain the highest ethical standards  
for its Board members and employees while providing quality water in a fiscally responsible 

 manner for the community of Grizzly Flats. 
 

UPDATE ON THE RATE CHANGE 
 

On July 18, 2016, our District held a public hearing 

which was attended by thirteen (13) community 

members.  This was the last step of the Proposition 

218 process to change our rate structure and adopt 

a five year proposal of rate adjustments.  Michael 

DeGroot of Bartle Wells Associates (BWA) made a 

brief power point presentation, which was followed 

by a public comment & question period.  The public 

was provided a 58 day period to submit protests of 

the proposed rate structure.  We received a total of 

one (1) protest letter.  The end result of the meeting 

was the Board’s unanimous adoption of the 

District's proposed rate change.  If you are 

interested in any of the documents from this 

process; the public hearing presentation, the Water 

Rate Study done by BWA, the Prop 218 Notice and 

the Frequently Asked Questions mailer are all 

available on our website www.grizzlyflatscsd.com. 

You will see the new rates on your August 

31, 2016 water statement which will bill for 

water use between July 19th and mid-August 

(meters are read between the 18th and 22nd of each 

month).  The new rate will be a base rate of $59.30 

plus a volumetric charge of $1.15 per hundred cubic 

feet (748 gallons).   

Along with this change in our rate structure, we 

approved a five year plan of rate increases that are 

necessary to continue to cover our operating costs.  

The adopted plan increases the base rate 4% per 

year and the volumetric rate 1% per year for the 

next five years.  Each June, as part of the District’s 

budget session, we will review the previous year’s 

income and expenses, compare them to the financial 

projections and decide if any modifications can be 

made to the planned increase.  The rates that were 

adopted are the maximum increase that can be 

adopted each year.  

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21

Base 59.30$     61.58$     63.95$     66.41$     68.97$     

Volumetric   1.15$       1.16$       1.17$       1.19$       1.20$       

5 Year Rate Structure

 

The process to change the rate structure was a tough 

one and took many hours of work from our dedicated 

staff, Board members and volunteers!  A quick 

count of agenda postings found we held 19 

public meetings since January 2016 to work 

on this.  That included committee meetings, a 

public workshop, a public hearing, regular and 

special board meetings.   

We would like to thank everyone who took time to 

participate in this process; the customers who took 

time to give us feedback and ask questions, the hard 

work from Bartle Wells Associates, the Proposition 

218 Committee (which consisted of two board 

members, 2 members of the public and the General 

Manager), the GFCSD staff and the Board of 

Directors!  Your time and commitment to our 

District is greatly appreciated!   

                   

http://www.grizzlyflatscsd.com/


 
 

ADOPT-A-HYDRANT PROGRAM 
 

 

Pioneer Fire Protection 

District and Grizzly Flats 

CSD are working 

together to schedule 

time for fire hydrant 

maintenance in the next 

few months.  We have 

150 hydrants that are 

part of our water 

distribution system.  The 

hydrants help keep our home insurance rates down 

and provide a source of water in the event of a 

fire.  Our hydrants help keep our area’s ISO rating 

comparable to homes surrounding the Fire 

Department in Diamond Springs, which is unheard 

of in an area as rural as our community! 

Unfortunately, due to our limited staffing, we 

struggle to find the time to do any more than the 

basic hydrant maintenance (flushing, exercising, 

etc.).  We rely on “foster parents” to give our 

hydrants a little extra attention!  You can help by 

simply “adopting” the hydrant(s) closest to your 

residence!  

  

When you adopt a hydrant, you are asked to do the 

following: 

 Maintain a 3 foot clearance area around the 

hydrant.  That means clearing debris, eroding 

soil and snow when necessary.   

 
 Paint the hydrant as needed.  The District will 

provide supplies for painting which would 
include a wire brush (to clean off dirt and 
peeling paint), painting tape and spray paint.  
 

 Occasionally perform a visual check of the 

hydrant to see if it has been damaged or 

vandalized and confirm the “FH” sign is still 

posted.  Those signs help snow plow drivers 

avoid hitting the hydrants during the winter 

months.  Any damage or missing signs needs to 

be reported to our office immediately.    

 

If you would like to become a “foster parent” to a 

fire hydrant near you, please contact our office at 

(530) 622-9626, or e-mail gfwater@sbcglobal.net! 

 

 

 

A REMINDER: POLICY ON WATER USE 
 

Now that we have eliminated the 300 gallon per day 

allotment, we want to remind everyone of the 

District’s policy on water use!  It is District policy to 

charge for all water that flows through your water 

meter. California law prevents us from making 

adjustments (gift of public funds) so we encourage 

everyone to familiarize yourselves with your home’s 

water system (valves inside and outside your home 

and the location of your shutoff valve in your meter 

box).  

“Conservation tips” on our website (under the 

“Customer Info” tab) will help you find and fix leaks 

and cut back on your water usage if your bill is too 

high.  We also have “Winterizing Tips” available that 

describe how to shut off water to your home when 

needed. Additionally, we offer a courtesy “voluntary 

disconnection” where the District can lock off your 

meter if you will be gone for an extended period of 

time.  

 

WANT TO PAY YOUR WATER BILL ONLINE? 
 

As part of our ongoing commitment to provide 

efficient and convenient service, we have partnered 

with Official Payments Corporation (OPC) to provide 

GFCSD customers with the option of paying their 

water bills electronically or by telephone.   

 

Visit our website at www.grizzlyflatscsd.com and 

click on the “Pay Now” button at the bottom of the 

home page.  The site accepts Visa, MasterCard, 

Discover and electronic checks.  Debit and credit 

card payments can also be made in the District’s 

office.  Be sure to call our office at (530) 622-9626, 

Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM if you need 

any assistance with this process.   

 

NOTE: OPC charges a $2.95 convenience fee for 

using their service.   

 

In order to protect customers’ financial information, 

the District does not save credit card information or 

offer automatic withdrawals.  If this is your preferred 

method of payment, check with your bank to see if 

they offer this service! 
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